


































































































Minutes of Evidence. 2161

33981. That looks as if it had been doubled in that time —Sou it scoms,

33982. Do you know whether the increase was on the bigger farms or
the same all over #—1I think the most of the increase was on the larger
farms decidedly.

33983, Whag is the highest rent paid in the island for one farm t—
Between £400 and £500.

33984, How many are there paying a rent above £100 1—1T believe from
ten to a dozen or s0.

353985, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Is it the rule all over the Duke’s estate
that nobody gets a lease paying rent under £100%—I am not aware
whether that rule exists.

33986. You stated it did apply to Tyree 7—They have never been
asked for,

33987. It would appear from the questions which have been put to yeu
that the rental has been doubled within the last thirty years ; are youabls
to specify any improvements that have been done upon the estate during
those thirty years?—No; I have been here such a short time I cannot
speak to that.

33988. Was your predecessor styled chamberlain of Tyres 2—Yes.

33989, Why did he get that appellation—is there anything in the titles
to justify that '—I don’t know ; I only know the fact.

33990, Were you brought up as a factor $—No, as a farmer.

33991, Did you come here more as a farmer than as a represcutative of
the estate +—Well, I am very fond of farming,

33992, Dut was it offered as an inducement to you to take the farm 1
—Not at all.

33993. But which occurred first; did you take the farm first or wera
you appointed to the office %-~I was appointed to the office first. That was
a year before I had a farm.

33994, You say you have changed the first farm you got from an arable
farm to a grazing farm, can you tell me how many acres of that farm have
run out?—1I don’t think I stated that; it was once cultivated, but not by
me.

33995. How much upon that first farm +—Very little of that has been
cultivated.

33996. Is the second one cultivated *—No.

33997, How wauy acres are there upon it —Eight hundred acres
altogether.

33998, How much cultivated -—1I really never thought of that ; Icould
not say.

339%9. Have you not got an estate plan —7Yes, but I have never made
up the acres of that. T have the Qrdnance Survey maps, but I never made
up the acres of arable land, because it is all under grazing now.

31000, Have you any such rule in Tyree, which I understand prevails
in some other places, that when a husband dies leaving a widow withouta
son twenty-one years of age, the widow must remove I—XNo, not at all;
there are & great many widows here who have crofts.

34001. Would you approve of such a rule —XNo, I don’t thiok so.

34002. De you think there are too many people in Tyree yet 1 don’t
know ; I would nut like to answer that question.

34003. But with regard to their circumstances, within the last seven
years, are they beiter off now than then, or more contented }—1T eannot say
that I see much difference.

34004. Can you explain why it is there is such a large audience here
to-day I suppose it is greatly out of curiosity.

34005, You won't attribute it to e deeper ground +—They will have
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an interest in the Commission coming here ; it is very natural that they
should come and see what is going on. )

31006. Do you thiuk they have any grievances *—I would not like to
answer that question. I have found them always very nice people.

34007. You ean give them a good cheracter —Yes, I can.

31008, There is no public house, I understand, upon the island?
—No.

34009. [Is that not considered a grievance 1—1 think it is a very good
thing there is not.

34010. What do people say about it #—I have never heard them com-

lain,

34011. How long is it since it has been done away with +—1I could not
say.

‘34012, Was it before your time ?—Oh, yes, some time before,

34013. What does a person do who is ill, and who may be recommended
to have something of the nature of stimulant —I suppose they may get it
from a neighbour.

34014, But where will the neighbour get it +—Well, there are ways and
means always—by having it in the homse, they will get it from the
steamers.

34015. There is no licence in the place -—No.

34016. There was a licence—probably more than one—at one time +—
1 suppose thers was one at oue time,

34017. Was the licence taken away on the épse dixit of the Duke orat
the wish of the peeple*—I don’t know. It was before my time, and I
never inquired.

34018, Supposing this were done, not by request of the people
but by the wish of the Duke himself, would it not indicate that a
person taking that step was one exercising a close interest in the people?
—I believe it was for their good the Duke did it; there iz no doubt
about that, because I believe he would get a large rent for a public house
there,

34019. That is one instance of the interest he takes in the people f—
There is no doubt it was done for their good.

34020. Can you mention any other overt act showing his interest in
the people of Tyree %1 know hs always takes an interest in them, and
would like them to be well off.

34021, That is a generality ; can you point to anything more specific }
I cannot say.

34022, You heard what the previons witness stated, that the Duke came
end went without its apparently doing sny perceptible good +—He comes
and stays for a day or two, and he sends clothes and bocks to be dis-
tributed amongst the people.

34023. Books for prizes I—Yes,

34024, And clothes for the poor —VYes,

34025, Are these distributed by you +—By my wife.

34026. You state that the people last year werc not at all so ill off ;
how was it necessary to apply for seed ¥—1I suppose they must have been
worse off last year than other years,

34027. Did they apply for public charity +—Ves, I applied myself for
some for the psople here.

34028. Does that not denote there was a little more than nsual distress?
—J1 admit there was that, -

31029. But you consider that was exceptional rather 7—No doubt
about it,

54030. Were you troubled here with the great storms that went over tho
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west coast I—Oh, yes; no doubt of it, and they did a good deal of
damage.

34031, Sherif Nicolson.—Is there no house on the island fur the
accommodation of strangers +—Oh, yes, there is a temperance hotel,

34032, The Chairman.—You wmentioned you were a tenant of twe
farms —Yes,

34033. Were those farms, or either of them, in the hands of a resident
tenant before or an absentee tenant +—One of them was in the hands of a
resident tenant and one of them in the hands of an absentes,

34034, So that, as far as resident tenure is coucerned, they are just
where they were =—Just where they were.

34035. Io reference to the farms of above £100 of annual rental in the
island, are there any of the farmers or tenants non-resident, or are they ail
resident ?—They are all resident on the island.

34036, All the tenants of those farms #—Yes.

34037. In no case are two farms held by the same person excepting
your own +—Oh, yes,

34038, Then there is ono other case 7—Two other cases besides myself.

31039. Then there are as it were two farms on which there is no tenant
in that sense 3—Three farms on which there is vo separate tenant.

34040, But there is no farm held by an absentee tenant I—None.

34041. There was a statement made by, I think, the first delegate abont
a road from Balphuil te the shore upon which the crofters were said to
labour although the beuefit of the road was not exclusively theirs, can you
explain that I—The benefit of the road is entirely theirs more or less; the
benefit is theirs except a small piece at the end of it.

24042, This is a township road existing for the particular benefit of
these people 7—Yes, it is meant for the township.

34043. A delegate made a statement which rather surprised me, that the
occupiers in the township were required to work for an average of twenty
days in the year, and iu each case with a cart and horse, for the repeir
of the road —They have always been keeping up that road themselves,
but how long or what time they take to work upon it I don’t know. T have
never heard that statement before,

34044. Does it appear to you that twenty days’ labour in the year is
unlikely 2—I know they spend a goed deal of labour on it ; there is a good
desl of labouring in keeping that road.

34045, But it is indispensable to their welfave —1T¢ is.

34046. The proprietor contributes nothing to keep that road in order?
—XNot unti! this year; but he has offered to do it this year.

34047. Why did the proprietor particularly offer to do it this year; was
it to afford work in distress —Not at all, but they represented to me it
was a bardship, and I spoke to the chamberlain, and the Duke said he was
willing to assist to keep it up.

34048, One of the delegates exhibited a plan from which it appeared
that the kelp company, or sea-weed company, was in the possession of five
crofts ; what is the reason that those crofts are in the occupancy of the
eompany '— The company farn some land to keep their horses in {ood.

34049. Would the company not find it possible to purchase their food 1
—1I suppose they would find it cheaper to work their own land.  They do
a great deal of good to the island.

34050. We heard it stated that the company did pot pay wages, or
very little, in money, but pay their wages in goods ; what is the reason of
that 3—1 cannot say.

34051, Ts it the fact?—The manager of the company is here, and he
may say ; I dou’t know much about their business at all.
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34052, Have you ever heard it stated in public or in the island that the
people did not receive money wages +—1I heard that that was the case. In
some instances I have heard where they have got money.

31053, But have you heard it stated that the general system of traffic
with the company is the truck system, or the payment of wages in goods?
—That i3 spoken of by the people.

31054, Has that ever been a subject discussed between the proprietor
or the chamberlain and yourself +—No, never.

34055, Do you know whether the chamberlain is aware of it 1—1I could
nut say whether he is or not.

34056, What is the nature of the commodities in which the company
deals ?—Just a regular stors or shop.

34057. Do they purchase as well as sell?—XNo, I am not aware that
they purchase anything.

34058. They merely sell goods ?*—VYea,

34059. We learn that the proprietor was in the habit of offering prizes
for an agricultural show }—Yes, there is an agricultural show held here
€Very year.

34060. What is the nature of the competition, for sheep and cattle }—
Cattle and horses and butter.

34061. Cheese?—No, just an ordinary agricultural show.

34062. Poultry I—No.

34063. Haa the proprietor taken a particular intevest in the improve-
ment of the breed of cattle L—Yes,

34064, Is there a bull kept here I—A large number of them.

34065. Afforded by the proprietor 2—No, the people pay for the bulls
themselves.

54066. But perhaps the movement in favour of good breeding may
have originated with the proprietor; was there ever a proprietor's bull
kept here +—Yes.

314067. What is the cross introduced into the country now —Highland
cattle.

31068, You adhere to the pure Highland cattle 9—Yes, there are one or
two dairy farms, but prineipally Highland cattle,

34069. You have no shorthorn crosses%—Yes, on some of the larger
farms,

34070. Are the crofters taking to that at ull =—No.

34071. What is the sheep used generally on the island +—Blackfaced
sheep and Leicester rams.

34073, You said that during the scarcity of last year you had applied
for public charity on behalf of the people; did you receive any 7—Yes,

34073. To what form %—DXMeal and money.

34074. From what source was it I—Glasgow.

34075. Not from the Lord Mayors fund?—We gota little from the
Lord Mayor's fund about a week ago.

34076. Speaking of public works in the island and useful works, you
statsd tbat you were not able a¢ that moment to mention any particular
work which had been carried on sinece your arrival; but with reference
to the roads which intersect the island, were they originally made by the
proprietor or his predecessors —I suppose they were made by the pro-
prietor, and they are kept up by the road trustees.

34077. Which means the proprietor I—Yes,

34078. Were the roads originally the landlord’s work +—I could not
B3y.
34079. We have not seen very much of the island, but on landing I
wag rather struck by the want of feucing in the landscape; is there in
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sther parts of the island much substantial stone feneing —There is o good
deal of fencing in the island, but it is principally wire.

34080. Is there fencing actually between the different crofts or only the
boundary of the whole township}—1It is the boundary of the township as
yet.

34081, Are the grazing lands of the crofters now almost all divided
from the sheep farmer’s lands by fences?—Yes, the whole of them, I
think.

34083, Is there any substantial stone fencing about the larger farm
houses *—There is not much stone fencing.

31083, Is there any facility for stone fencing %—Plenty rocks, if you
blast them,

31084. But yon dor’t find stones in the soil —No.

%4085, Do you think stone fencing superior to wire %—1I think so.

34086. Much more}—Yea

34087, The place is not advantageous for it !— No.

34088. We have been told there has been litile peat left ; can you form
any conception or estimate of what the cost of fuel, either peat or eoal, to
the family of a Tyree crofter would be in the year i—I ceuld not form
an estimate, but I know it must be a considerable item in their expense;
but I could not form an estimate,

34089. Do they import any peat, or is it all coal 2—All coal,

34090. £6 was mentioned by one or two witnesses as the probable cost
of fuel i—1I think that is s high enough estimate for a small crofter.

3409}, Professur Mackinnon,~—Are you sequainted with a crofting
community elsewhere +—VYes,

34092. Where 7—Perthshire.

34093, Much the same class of people 7—Yes, on Sir Donald Currie’s
estate.

34094, You were in Mull before you came to Tyree?—Yes, as ground
officer.

34095. As compared with the estate in Mull, would you consider the
crofters here better off i—1I would say they are.

34096. With regard to those that asked or that got the seed last year,
were they the smaller crofters or the bigger crofters —Principally the
smaller crofters,

34097. With respect to those for whom you aszked outside aid, charity,
were they chiefly of the crofter or cottar class —Entirely of the cottar
class,

34098, So that, even In a very bad year like last year, a good substantial
crofter can weather the storm with comfott—A good substantial crofter
would.

34099. And there are a considerable number of them in this island 7—
I hope so.

LacALan M‘Prarr, Farmer, Kilmoluag (50)—examined.

34100, The Chairman.—How long have you been tenant in your present
farm I—Twenty vears,

34101. During that period has it always been the same size ?—7Yes, an
adjacent croft was added to it since that time.

34102, How large iz it now ?—I canwot very well tell you the exact
extent of arable ground. There was a good deal of arable gronnd once,
but the sand drifted and I gave up cultivating it, and I have it mostly
under pasture now,
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34103, Have you gobt hill pasture?—All the grazing is enclosed—the
whole land is euclosed, grazing and all. There was a strip that used to be
common pasture to the remaining crofters in the township, but it was a
cause of difference between us, and it was valued and added to the rest and
fenced in.

34104, Was your father or any member of your family a tenant there
before 1—No, myself and my hrother had it at the beginning,

34103, Was the croft which was added to the farm of great use to the
farm 3—No, it was not of much use to the farm or to me, and I did not
ask it. But the marches suited to put them together.

34106, What bzeame of the previous tenant of the croft +—The tenant
of it is still npon the croft. He had to give it up, for he had no stock and
fell back. He gave it up of his own accord.

34107. Have you got a lease '—No.

34108. What is your rent —£49, 3a, 6d.

34109, Has the rent been the same during the whole period of your
occupancy +—Yes, the same,

34110. Do you find farming mors profitable at present prices than when
you began 7—No, not so far as the arable cultivation is concerned, becaunse
we are subject to the drifting of sand on the place; but the grazing stock
is more profitable now,

34111. A tenant was asked by Sir Kenneth Mackenzie what he thought
the proper rent for a cow was, and he answered from 25s. to 30s. I want
1o know whether the cottars or the poor ever ask the farmers here for
the grazing of a cow for the summer or during the whole yearf—It is quite
a common practice,

34112. How much do the cottars, where they graze a cow on a farm, pay
for the grazing +—The practice is to give the grazing for the six months of
summer and autumn. It is not the practice to charge for winter grazing,
And the price depends exactly on the condition of the outrun for the time
being, whether the tenants keep a greater or less amount of stock upon it.
Sometimes it is down to T7s., as this year, and sometimes it is as high as
18s. There is not, so far as T am aware, a single crofter in Tyree who
would give pasture for a cow within what we call the ring fence, within
the arable portion ; he might allow it to graze upon the outrun, but not to
pasture within the croft.

34113. Then the price upon the outrun would run up to 17s, for six
months +—Seven shiliings to 16s. for as much as a cow would pick up. It
has sometimes been down to 5a.

34114 How does a cottar sustain his cow during the other six months
of the year V—On the goodwill of his neighbours.

34115. Does he pay for the goodwilli—I am not awars.  The cow is
allowed to feed as 1t may; as much as it can gather outside without any
charge, but any hand feeding is paid for.

34116. Do you know how much a cottar would usually pay for winter
fodder +—1It is very difficult to say what the outlay of a eottar is; a cow
would require, to be well fed, £4; but no cottar lays out that
amount.

34117. Do you think he would lay out £3 for winter food?—1I really
canpob tell ; there is many a one I know who feeds a cow has not £3 to
spare ; how he does it I dor’t know.

34118, Would it be any advantage to you to have a lease; or are you
quite satisfied as you are—No, I am not dissatisfied. I have no fear
that I will be dispossessed as long as I pay my rent,

34119, Were your houses and offices built by the proprietor or by
yourself, or by both together 1-~The houses were built before I weat there;
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but I believe they were built by the tenant, and that the proprietor had
nothing to do with them.

34120. Did you pay the previous tenant anything for them +—Nothing,

34121, Then if you went away you would not expect to get any com-
peusation 1—T really cannot say wnat may happen in the future, but that
has been the practice of the place.

34122, There are no regulations on the estate for compensation for
buildings?—I am not aware that there has been for small holdings like
ours,

34123, Professor Mackinnon.—Had your father a holding 7—Yes,

34124, What was his rent?—4£5. He lived in a different township.

34125. Do you remember any of your neighbours in this island at the
time of the potato disease that had a large croft 7—No, I don’t remember
any that had a very large holding ; an ordinary croft.

34126, You remember perfectly well the time that has been spoken of
to-day when the people were removed and went away to America}—Yes,

34127. Was 1t entirely of their own free will that these people went
away?—=So far as I know, many of them went away of their own free
will,

34128, Did the whole of them go of their own free willi—I am not
aware.

34129. Are you aware that many of those who emigrated were in arrear
of rent wheu they went away '—I believe some of them were in arrear. I
know others went away and sold the croft. The phrase ¢selling the croft?
means of course selling the crops and the stock and the houses; but thers
is also something of the nature of goodwill that perhaps is rather difficult
to explain—a sense of possession that grew, One would give more for the
crops because he was to enter into possession of the land.

34130. You heard the things that were said to have been done under
the management of the former factor?—Yes, I heard, and I saw the men,

34131. Are you aware that there was great dissatisfaction with the
management among the people?—Yes, I know that there was great dis-
gatisfaction, but whether the cause of that might be justified of course
would be another matter. The people spoke of great dissatisfaction. I
had no land at the time; I was young and without care, and did not take
" much heed of the matter.

34132, Were you aware of many people that were able to come well out
1 the distress following the potato disease in Tyree 7—Yes,

34133. And are there some of those in the place yet —7Yes.

34134, And have they bigger holdings now then they had then 2—There
are plenty of their descendants still in the place.

34135, There have been a good pumber of large farms made since that
time —They were made about that time,

34136, And do you think the people would have been better off if
they had got the lands of the erofters who went away instead of these
lands being turned into big farms 7—I know that some of them would be
very glad to have them anynow, and would be ableto take them. Others
would not have been able to take them.

34137, Those who pay rent from £30 upwards like yourself, are they
not in a better position than those who have the small erofts %-—They are
in a much better position.

34138, In a bad year like last year those people did not require assist-
ance }—Well, they are all present here, those who asked assistance last
year. FEach man can answer for himself in that respect, but I neither
required nor asked for assistance.

31139, Between those who have laud and those whe have not, are
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thase who have no land much poorer than those who have +—Some of those
who have no Jand are quite as well off as some of these who have.  Some
of them in the eottar class, with a trade or the like of that, are better off
than the poorer of the erofter class.

34140. But take them class for class?—Any person can understand
which class is best off ; of course 1t is the crofter class.

34141, And the bigger the croft the better he is off 7—The small crofter
invariably says so.

34142, But does the big crofter say the opposite I—Well, he would get
the opportunity of having his choice pretty often if he did say it. It
could be turned to a small ecoft any day if he pleased.

Doxarp Camererr, Crofter, Kilmaluag (36,) assisted by Doxarp
Maocrgax, Cottar, Kilmaluag (65)—examined.

34143. Mr Fraser-Maclintosh.—Have you papers to submit to the
Commission +—Yes.—' Ballvuilin and Kilmoluag. Our complaints, which
* we consider grievous, are, that a part of the *common,” for all which
¢ we still pay, was taken from the township some fifty years ago; thirty-
¢ five years ago another part was taken off our common, and we still pay
¢ for that part also. When John Camphell, Esq., was factor on the estate,
¢ our rents were raised at three different times, so that they were nearly
¢ doubled. Previous to the raising of our rents, we had to come bound to
*him by compulsorily signing a paper that we would be obedient and
¢ submissive to any orders from him in all time coming. We signed this
¢ paper at the threat of instant eviction. The third rise in the rents wag
* made for drainage. We have to pay for the sea-ware we use as manure,
¢ gither in money or take twenty carts to the land of the farmer on whose
¢ shore the sea-ware is got. This is equal to five or six days’ work. We
‘ bave also to complain that when our growing grass is in need of the
* greatest care, the manager of the Sea-weed Company sends his horses and
¢ carts through our grounds, and states that he has authority to do su.
¢ The above complaints apply to both townships.—Kilmoluag. The whole
¢ township of Kilmoluag had to sign a paper to the then factor, Mr Geikie,
f to give to a neighbouring farmer out of their common as much lznd as
‘Le chose to take from us, which, if they (the erofters) did not consent
‘ to do, he threatened he would send every mother's son of them out of
¢ the island.—Doxarp CawupreLn, delegate’—‘To the Honocurable the
¢ Rouyal Commissioners appointed to inquire into the State of the Highlands
‘ and Islands of Scotland. We, the cottars of Ballvuilin and Kilmoluag,
¢ want to let you know the poor condition we are in through a great many
¢ eauses (too numerous to mention), some of which we will try to state here,
¢ We have got houses built on the crofters’ common, and the landlord
* wants us to pay rent for the sites, although the crofters are paying for it
falready. We cannot prosecute the fishing with safety for the want of
‘ harbours for the safety of our boats. We had a sort of & quay at
¢ Kilmoluag, but the big tide that was two or three years ago tore it down,
‘and it has pever been mended yet. We are making kelp, and are paid
¢ at the rate of £1 per ton of 2320 lbs. with goods, which are charged for
‘ more than in any shop or store in the island. There sre sizty cottars
¢ between Ballvuilin and Kilmoluag, and we are troubling the crofters very
¢ mueh getting ground to plant potatoes in, as their holdings are so small
‘(a thing that is out of the question to get from the tacksmen); also
‘ getting borses and carts for a great many things we need them for
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¢ Some of us had crofts, but they were taken from us without any known
“reason but to please the factor that was here at the time. VWhat we
¢ most want is a bit of land to plant potatoes in and grazing fora cow or two,
* and harbours for our fishing boats,—DoxaLp MacLEaN, delegate.’

34144 (To Campbell)—Who got the common land that was faken
from Ballvuilin 7—A neighbour of ours, '

34145, Has he got it yet —Yes.

#4146, What is his name '—A man named John Cameron has it just
now, and another piece of it is occupied by Dopald Kennedy.

34147, Had your father a croft }—Yes, my father is still in & croft.

34148, Do you know the rent your father was paying when he was a
young rman - £8,

34149, What is he paying now —£12,

34150. Was there anything done for him by the proprietor in the way
0; helping bim to build his house or fences or drainage —1 am not aware
of any,

34151, Who is the farmer upon whose shore the sca-ware is got 2—2Mr
MDiarmid.

34152, About the grass, the manager of the Sea-weed Company sends
hix horses and carts there ; is there any way for this manager to send them
except this pasture{—The complaint is that they spread their sea-ware
upon the grass in order to dry i—upon our pasture ground.

34153. What rent does the manure company pay to you for taking
your land in this way +—Nothing.

34154 How long is it since they began to do this?—Ever since they
came, some fifteen years ago.

34155. The paper siates that the manager says he has antherity to do
80, but did you never make a complaint to the factor or ground officer 2—
T am not aware that we did.

34156. It would appear to be wise for you to do so It would appear
80,
34157. Ahout Kilmoluag, you state you had to sign a paper to the
chief factor, Mr Geikie, whatever be chose out of the farm; did the
neighbouring farm get anything out of your farm #—Yes.

34158. How much ?—We got a bad bit in exchange for it.

34159. What was done at that time prejudiced the town ¥—Yes, it is a
loss to the township to the present day.

34160. Who is the person that has this place 7—Lachlan M‘Phail,

34161. What would you consider a fair rent to pay for your place I—I
don’t think it is worth more than £6.

34162. What your father was paying first =—Yes; it is worth less to-
day than when my father got it ; the sand has drifted upon it

34163, Are you a fisherman ?—I sometimes fish about three months,
and work on Jaud the rest of the time,

34164. Is it necessary for you to engage at fishing here to keep your
family alive =—Yes, and we must buy our potatoes from elsewhere as well,
and earn our wages elsewhere also. That is the way we now live.

34165, How many people are now living in DBallvuilin +—Seventeen
have land ; thirty or thirty-two are without land.

34166, At Kilmoluag how many have you ?—Nineteen,

34167. And how many cottars —About thirty.

34168, Are the cottars a great burden npon you —VYes.

34169. Do you pay poor rates —Yes.

34170. Are these cottars in whole or in part people who have been gent
into these two towns from other places —Yes; there were some of them
sent consequent upon the clearing of Hylipool ; some also were sent from
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another town which was partially cleared, Baugh, but the great majority
of them belong to the place.

34171, (7o Maclean)—You state that there are sizty cottars between
Ballvailin and Kilmoluag; where could you point out any land that could
be given to you ’F—Wherever they wouid wish to send us.

34172, You are willing to go to any place in Tyree that is convenient?
—VYes, anywhero where we might assist ourselves in any way.

31173. Would some of you be able to take small places yourselves and
build your own houses without, or would you all need to get some assist-
ance to move !—There are some of them that would be able, they would
be willing to make a home in these new places. There are some of them
that are exhausted building houses——shifting about here and there, and
building houses wherever they go.

34174, Are there encugh of them in the position of bsing able to build
houses for themselves and stock the new lands—ave they in sufficient
numbers that would much relieve Ballvuilin and Kilmoluag if they went?
Yes, certainly there are,

34175, Would not the crofters of Ballvuilin be very likely willing to
help you to move 3—I don’t know that they would assist us very much,

3£176. But would not it be a great relief to get rid of yon—would not
it be worth their while #—Yes, if they had the good intention.

341717, Considering the overcrowded posision you are in, do the crofters
and cottars live very agreeably together !—Sowetimes ; there are excep-
tions.

31178 Had you ever land?—V¥es, I bad it, and T lost it when Mr
Geikie entered on the management of the property ; before he raised the
rents. I have a special complaint amongst these papers.

34179. Had your father a croft before you?—Yes, they always had—
my fathers.

34180, Was your father able to bring up his family respectably +— Yes.

34181, You are working at kelp?—I do not persenally do very much
but thers are plenty of people worging at it in the place.

34182, Do they ever get money for what they do?—No, they do not
get money, anhd those of them who have been asking money for the last
year or so only get £3 per ton in money; they would get at the rate of
£4 if they took goods.

34183. Butalthough the goods were stated to be worth £4, perhaps the
goods wers not worth more than £2 in another shop —Perhaps not even
£2,

34184. T suppose the people do not like to be treated in that way +—
No, they do uot; they are badly treated in maoy & way. They very
often have to get up about midnight and go away down and pick up tangle
out of the surf when the sea is washing over them, and take it up out of
the reach of the tide on their backs over rough ground, and all they get
is 4d. per cubic yard of root of tangle.

34185. What is sold in the shop—nothing except provisions?—Yes,
clothes also,

34186, Anything else {—Tea, tobacco, meal; 2nd all sorts of [uxuries,

34187, Are there other places where people can purchase goods in
Tyree 1—VYes,

34188. And T suppose you and the other people would like to get
money for whal you earn and spend it where you chose }—Certainly it
would be better for them.

34188*. You would not ubject to go to Glasgow and make your purchases
if you liked —Anywhere,
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NEeiL MNeir, Crofter, Vaul (50)—examined.

34189, Sir Kenneth Mackenzie.—Have you any paper —I1 have :—¢ To
¢ the Royal Commissioners for the Highlands and Islands of Heotland, The
* township of Vaul consists of twelve erofters and fourteen eottars. I
‘ represent the township. OQur grievances are—(1) That a former factor
‘ made us sign a document that we would be obedient to his laws; the
* result was that he nearly doubled our rents within the last thirty-sight
¢ years, partly for drainage and twice for reasons unknown tous, (2) That,
‘ owing to the inferiority of the soil through incessant tillage, we have to
* buy all our meal from Glasgow. OQur scns and daughters gather our rent
¢ through the world. (3) Searcity of fuel and wool, for we have no sheep.
*(4) That the cottars are a great burden to us. By order of the
¢ Crofters of Vaul. NEmL M‘Nein’—I have been requested to hand in
the following papers also:—For John M‘Kinnoen, Kirkapool; Hugh
MDougall, Vaul; and Lauchlan M‘Kinnon, Vaul. ‘To the Royal
¢ Commissioners for the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.  Statement of
¢ John M‘Kinnorn.—1 was formerly a crofter in Kirkapool. My grievances
*are—{(1) That the land was taken from me while my rent was paid, T
* was gathering the rent the best way I could, at all sorts of fishing ; and as
¢ soon a8 my father and mother died the land was taken from me, and no
‘ recompense. 1 may state that my father and grandfather were crofters
‘on the same land befere me; (2) that T have a large family, some of
¢ them young, others unable to do anything for, themselves; (3) that I
“mostly live by fishing. T have no boat nor nets of my own.—JouN
¢ M'Kansox, Kirkapool’—* The Statement of Hugh M‘Dougall, Cottar
¢ and Fisherman, Vaul, Tyree—Sheweth, That our house was damaged
¢ by the November tide of 1881, and I sought liberty from the factor to
* build another house at my own expenses, above high-water mark, and
¢ that was not granted us, I having no other occupation but the fishing.
¢ What I desire is that we shall be allowed to build ancther house, where
¢ our lives shzll not be in peril. Trusting that your Lordships will give
*our case due consideration, and as in duty bound, I shall ever pray.
‘ Hoer MDoveart’— To the Honourable the Crofters’ Commissioners
“at present sitting in the Island of Tyree. Statement by Lachian
¢ M Kinnon, residing there, Gentlemen, T desire to state that over twenty
¢ years ago I purchased, for the sum of £40, a croft at that time belong-
‘ing to one Archibald M‘Phail, M‘Phail was then in arrears of rent to
¢ the extent of_about £13. This sum was deducted by the faetor from
¢ the principal, and the balance handed to M‘Phail, who subsequently went
‘to America. The late Mr Jobn Campbell was then chamberlain to his
¢ Grace the Duke of Argyll, and Mr Lacklan M‘Quarie, ground officer
¢ here. After occupying my eroft for over twelve years it was taken from
¢ me, and no reason given for doing so. When I asked the chamberlain
¢if he had anything against me, he said that he had not, but that there
¢ were other reasons. I was then paying for my croft a yearly rent of
¢t £5, 103, and was not in arrears. My family was then young. My
¢ atock consisted of one horse and two cows. These I was obliged to sell,
*With the proceeds, and some money which T borrowed from a friend, I
¢ purchased an east coast fishing boat, which I have since had enlarged ;
¢ and from the time I was deprived of my croft until now the boat has
¢ been the principal means of support of myself and family. I have a
¢ wife, six sons, and three daughters, At the time my croft was token
“from me, I was sllowed to retain one acre of if, or thereabout; the
¢ remainder being given to another erofter. During Mr Campbell’s time T
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¢ was not charged any rent for the acre retained, but during the factorship
¢ of his successor, Mr Geikie, I was obliged to sign a paper agrceing to
* pay rent, if required, at any future tfme. I was never charged rent by
¢+ Mr Geikie, but I am now paying the suw of 30s. {or the zaid acre yeartly.
¢ When my croft was taken from me I was promised another croft im
¢ return, but which, notwithstanding my frequent applications to the then
¢ and subsequent factors, I am still without. On the ground I now occupy
¢ I can only plant a few barrels of potatoes, and am obliged to plant more
¢ potatoes in other crofters’ ground, paying rent therefor. My present
¢ stock consists of two cows and one horse, the grazing and wintering of
¢ these respectively costing me over £20 a year. I have never received
¢ cornpensation of any kind for the loss of my croft, althongh at the time
¢ it was taken from me I was willing to emigrate with my family, had
¢ money compensation been given me.  As I consider that I have been
¢ most unjustly deprived of my land, and there being no apparent intention
¢ on the part of his Grace the Duke of Argyll to reinstate me therein, or
¢ in another croft, I beg humbly to present this statement for the consider-
¢ ation of your honours.’

34190, Did you ever see again this document you signed saying you
would be obedient to the factor 7—No, but I have heard people who have
scen it and who signed it

34191. You have not seen it+—No, not L

34192, Was it ever produced again}—Not to my knowledge, but the
people who signed it told me they did so.

34193, Did they get a copy of it #—It seems not.

34194, What is your rent at the present time?—£21, 10s. Gd., I
think.

34195. Was your father in the eroft before you —We were in Balphuil
first.

34196. How long have you been in possession of the present croft1—
Thirty years.
¢ 34197. Was it yonr brother or your father that came there first I—My

ather.

34198. What was the rent *-—Abont £18,

34199, How much money was put on for drainage —None upon us.

34200. Therefore, the rise from £18 to £21, 10s. is a rise that was put
on for reasons naknown to you?—I may state the reasons perhaps, The
rents were raised twice furbye the drainage money, and it was sent by the
factor amongst the tenants to divide amongst themselves, and they valued
the crofts amongst themselves, and if you did not take so much of this
rent which is given in lately you will give me your croft, and the crofters
had to remove back and forward amongst themselves,

34201. Did they value the whole township?—Yes, among themselves,
and we had to give up cne of the crofts we had for one of these light
sandy ones, and latterly we were removed down there altogether.

34202. You present a paper from Lachlan M‘Kinnon, in which he says
he bought his croft and paid £40 on entering it; was that a eommon
custom ! —Yes, it was in old times that such as Lachlan MKinnon bought
the rental ; that is when he bought the stock it was understood that he
bought the use of the rental along with it.

34203. When he paid £40 he got some stock for it '—IHe would have
some stock, but it was understood he would have the benefit of the croft
by buying the rental,

34204, The goodwill -—Yes, his Grace allowed them to sell the rental.
John Maclean bought his place, that was what he did. It was understood
be had it while he paid his rent,
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34205, And did everybody have the right of selling it in old times '—
1t seems they had before factor Campbell’s days.

34206. He stopped that?—Yes, my father bought his first croft the
same way in Balphuil.

34207. How long is ib since this practice was stopped —Thirty-eight
years ago, I think, since factor Campbell came,

34208, Yom mentiou the scarcity of fuel, what on an average will yon
spend on coals -—About six tons to each family on an average. Some can
do with less and some more.

34209, Where do you get it?—From Ardrossan,

34210. What do you pay for it %—The price varies, sometimes 14s,, 186s,,
and 17s. 6d., and it has been as high as 30s, per ton.

34211, Will if come {0 £4 on an average I--They were allowing £6 on
an average for each family; some require more than six tons.

34212, Have none of the crofters any sheep +—1I am not aware of any.

34213, They do not make any cloth at home }—Oh, yes,

34214. Do thsey buy the wool 7—Ves,

34215. And spin it at home +—VYes.

34216. Are there many weavers in Tyree 7—A good many.

34217. The Chairman,—You say your sons and daughters gather your
rent through the world —VYes.

34218. Do your sons and daughters frequently send home money from
their wages 7—QGenerally they do.

34219. Would it be possible to pay the rent throughout the country
unless the younger members of a faruily sent money from their wages +—
As far as I koow, I don't think it would; in most cases it would not.

34220. Do you know anybody here present who actually signed that
document in which they promised to obey the factor’s wishes %—Yes,
Donald Macdonald.

34221. (To Donald Macdonald), Did you sign the document promis-
ing to obey whatever the factor desired +—Yes.

34222, How did you know what the contents of the paper were—was
the paper read over to you aloud 1 —-Aill we know is this—the paper was
not read to us at all, but the ground officer had a lot of notices to quit in
one hand and this paper iz another, and we were told that the contents of
the paper wers that we would require to obey anything that the Duke of
Argyll or his factor would ask us to do.

34223, Was it written or printed Tt was written.

34224. Was M*Quarie the ground officer +—Yes.

34225. Is he alive yet +—VYes.

34326. Is he here 7—He was here; he may be here yet.

342327, Was that in the time of the present Duke or bis predecessor +—
In the time of the present Duke.

34228. Do you kunow of anybody who can read and who saw the paper
himself and read it #—T1 am not aware of any who read the paper before
he put his hand to it.

34229, Was your knowledge of the contents of the paper solely derived
from the statements of the ground efficer —The factor was not present
upon the occasion ; our only information regarding the paper was what
the ground officer told us at the time.

34230, Mr Fraser-Mackintosh.—Was each tenant obliged to sign a
separate paper, or did several of them sign one paper 7—I believe it was
the same paper that every crofter in Tyree signed.

34231, Did you put your cross to it 1T believe I signed my name; I
can sign my name.

34232, What year did this occur in?—It would be about thirty-five
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years ago; some two or three years after Mr Campbell got the manage-
ment of the estates,—Jokn Campbell, Bailence. Probably it was in the
year 1847. 3Ir Campbell got the management of the estate in 1846, and
it was the year after.

34233, The Chairman.—Did yon sign it?—T did not sign it myseli,
but everybody in the township where I lived signed it.

34234, (Tv Donald Macdonald).—How did you know that the papers
in the man’s other hand were summonses to quit ?—He told us.

Jonx Casresery, Crofter, Bailenoe (77)—exzamined.

34235. The Chairman.—Have you a paper?—Yes.—*The principal
¢ grievances or hardships of which we have to complain are the following :—
¢ At the time when Mr M‘Nicol had the neighbouring farm, three erofts
 and their share of the common were taken from us by Mr Campbell the
¢ factor, and added to Mr M‘Nicol's farm. Mr M‘Nicol also desired the
¢ stock of the three crofts to be grazed in our township, and since we
 refused £10 more rent was laid on us forbye the loss of the erofts. The
¢ stock of the schoolmaster’s croft, which previeus to 3Me 3 “Nicol’s time
¢ was to be grazed cn his farm, was forced on our township withont any
¢ payment. At another time a croft was cut off our common for & man
¢ who in the course of some years went to America. The faetor, Mr
¢ Camphbell, then gave it back as at first, but laid on us the rent charged
¢ on the tenant who left. He (factor) sometime after gave the croft to a
¢ blacksmith, a favourite of his own, and charged a new rent, but did not
¢ lower our charge, A short time ago another croft and its share of the
* common were taken from us, and added to the same tack. A% the time
¢ of the neighbouring tack being cleared two of the crofters got share in
¢ our township, and also the very best.  All such doings greatly spoiled oar
¢ township, and Jed to one of our best roads being closed. Our township
f wag drained, and the interest of the money spent in so doing was laid
¢ on us as extra rent. This was promised to be taken off in the course of
¢ twenty-one years; but we are now thirty-five years paying it, and still
‘ no signs of lowering such rent.  Crofters who lost their holdings in other
¢ townships bailt houses on our common grazing ground, and these being
¢ a0 scattered greatly ruins our grass. What we want unow is a lowering
¢ of rent ; for at the rent charged at present we are unable to take a living
¢ out of our erofts, if our soms and daughters did not send us help from
fpther guarters. e also want the crofta mentioned above restored,
¢ which would greatly make up for our loss, for four of us have only one
* eroft each at present.—Doxarp CsyppeLn’

34236. How long has Bailenoo been a township %—1It was under crofters
of old.

34237, What is the name of Mr M'Nicol’s farm 1—Ilylipoal.

34238. Was that an old tack?—XNb; it was under crofters of old times,
there were twenty-one there.

34239, You say, ‘ A short time ago another croft and its share of the
¢ common were taken from us and added to M*‘Nicols’ tack,’ how long ago
was that I—Four years ago.

34240. How did the croft which was taken away and addsd to the
farm become vacant +—The man that occupied it got a croft in another
township. '

34241. And would the crofters at Bailenoe Lave been glad encugh if
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that had been divided among them%—Certainly they would have much
preferred it

31242, How long s it since the drainage was executed 7—There was
some made thirty-five years ago; then for “the last twenty-eight years a
few have been made now and again,

34243, By whom was the dramaga done, by the crofters themselves
or outside people ?—Partly by the crofters and partly by outside labourers.

34244 Were they stone drains or tile drains -—Tartly the one and
partly the other,

34245, Was the work well done %—Yes, very well done.

34246, Did they do a great deal of good to the soil 7—yes, as long as
they were open.

34247, Ts the land still the better for it, or has the land become as it
was of old %-—Those that were first done are of no good now ; the ground
has gone back very much. Those that were more recently done are doing
good.

34248, How long did they continue to do good 2—Twenty years,

34249, Did any of the crofters open the drains again and relay the
tiles —Some of them.

34250. And did that do good again +-Yes, they were better,

34251. Why did not they zll do it -—They cannot do it; there are no
gtones, all the stunes have been used up. They cznnot DLlast the big
rocks.

Bowarp Macponatp, Cottar, Heanish (46)—examined.

34252, My Fraser-Mackintosh.—You have a paper -—Yes.—* To the
¢ Honourable the Royal Commissicners appointed to inquire into the Con-
¢ dition of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland. 7%« Statement o/ Ronalid
¢ M* Donald (46), cottar and cattle dealer, Heanish, for Heanish and Baugh
¢ cottars—Humbly sheweth, That many of the cottars of Heanish and
‘ Baugh were deprived of their holdings, either directly or indirectly, to
 make room for tacks, as in the case of one party who was deprived of his
¢ holding at Baugh, then partly cleared to make an addition to the tack of
¢ Reef, and same party again was evicted from his eroft at Heanish to make
¢ room fora blind man and his family from Hylipool, then a crofter town-
¢ ghip, but which was at this time converted into a tack. This party never
freceived a penny for his outlay in louse erection, but had to build
¢ another hounse at his own expense down at the sea-shore; and ejectments
¢ were served upon us during our occupancy of the crofts for heing cne
¢ day behind in ploughing our turnip ground, and fines imposed for fictitious
¢ faults, and had to be paid on rent day, for such as if any of our horses
* gshould break in accidentally from one part of our common to another
¢ part, both which was our own by right.  The sumspaid for each vollectively
* amounts to £17.  The late Joho Campbell, Esq., was factor for his Grace
¢ the Duke of Argyll, Cases could be cited where the erofters were evicted
‘ to make room for factor's servants and favourites. The result is that
¢ many are reduced to poverty ; their only employment in winter is gather-
* ing tangles for the British Sea-weed Company, and making kelp in spring
¢ for the same company whenever they get the chance of doing so, those of
*them who do not go to the fishing. What we desire is a few acres
“ arable land and as much grazing as will be a sufficient keep for a cow
¢ ar two.'—* Also Searanish cottars’ statement by Duncan M‘Kinuon, crofter
¢ formerly, but now labourer, age fifty-five. My father and grandfather
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¢ aceupied the croft or holding from time immemorial and paid the rent,
¢ yet evicted to make room for sheep. My father was seventy-five years of
f age when we were evicted, The croft was about eight acres, giving plenty
¢ of wor : and returns to keep us comfortably.’—* Also Archibald M‘Kinnon,
¢ shoewaker, crofter’s son, age forty-three, deprived of the place for which his
¢ father paid £50 for the goodwill of it in Scaranish, and never received a
¢ penny for our lossthere. There was a large family of us thrown out.’—
¢ Also the whole of Scaranish erofters, numbering twenty-two families,
¢ were badly used ; twelve families went to America, and a number of them
¢ died on the passage through want of proper foed and allowance. The
¢ rest wera allowed to remain and got their lots increased, but subseruently
*all of them were evicted and reduced to poverty. ‘e humbly pray
¢ that our crofts shall be restored to us again, for which we are willing
‘ to pay fair rent with fixity of tenare.—Duxcaxy M*‘Kixxux, Scaranish ;
¢ ArcHIBALD M‘'Rixxox, Searanish,’

34253. What rent are you paying now !—I just paid one rent last year
for the garden I got along with the house.

34254. Had you any fand at any tine yourself?—My mother had; I
never had.

34355, What rent was your mother paying 2—About £86,

34356. Was your mother long a widow #—Yes, she was married twice ;
and it was the land that her husband had that was taken from her.

34257. Were your father and mother in eomfortable circumstances to
bring up a family —VYes, they were in good circumstances, My father
died when T was only an infant, but my stepfather was in good eircum-
stanees,

31258, Until they lost the croft ™—-Yes.

34289, Where would you like to get land—gyourself and the other
people of Heanish 7—Wherever we would get it.

34260, Would some of yon be able, if you got land, to build houses
for yourselves, and to put some stock en it I—Some of us would be,

34261. Would you?—I would myself and others would also.

34263, Would you be able to take as much land as would enable you
to live without doing anything else but atfending to the produce and
stock I—The eroft would always stand good, and 1 might still be going
backwards and forwards as T now am.

34263. Are there some of the other crofters in Heanish and Baugh who
could take Jand +—Some of them are—three or four at least ; others of
them are very poor.

31264, Do you know the case of Duncan M‘Kinnon, who is referred to
in the paper —I don’t know very particalarly about the case; I know the
man ; he is here,

342635. Will the whole of the people mentioned here in Hearish, Baugh,
and Scaranish, ever be in anything but a precarious position unless they
get more land or steady employment It is difficult for me to say
generally with regard to that, but I don't see how they can live at all as
they are.

34206, Are the people referred to in this paper, for whom you have
been speaking, generally very poor—poover than they have been in your
recollection t—Soma of them are poorer than they were, others are
much about the same condition.

34267, And you represent to us that the general demand of the peopls
is to get more land ; and some of them to get potato ground and enough
to keep a cow $—That is their demand.

34268. The Chairman.—How do you make your own living?—I om a
cattle dealer,
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34269, Ts the droving trade going on as well as beforel—Yes, some-
times better, sometimes worse,

34270, But is it interfered with or altered by the railways and othe
causes of that sort I—It goes on as before,

34271, Do you pay rent focr your house &I paid one vent for both the
hounse and tke garden.

13-127'3, Is the bouse a new one ™—The house is about six or seven years
old.

343273, Why did you ouly pay one rent for the house if you have had
it for six years 7—It was not asked.

34274, Then you had your house for nothing for five years?—7Yes;
perhaps more than five, but five anyhow.

34375. Who built the house +—T built it.

34276, How much did it cost you +—It did not cost much. If you get
suitable stone here it can be built cheap; there is not much outlay except-
ing the wood.

34277, If you had to leave it would you get any compensation for it?
— It has not been usual in the place to give compensation.

34278, Did you ask the factor’s leave to build it I—Well, it was an old
house that was re-made, and I leased the land-—just went to one of these
old honses and made it suitable for habitation.

34279, Did you pay anything to the former occupler -=No, it is one of
our own houses; we did not leave the houses although we lost the land.

Dowarp SrxcLair, Cottar, Balphuil (40), assisted by ArcmiBALD CAMPBELL,
Cottar, Balphuil (49)—ezamined,

31280, The Chairman.—Would you please to make your statement 3—
¢ The principal grievances or hardships of which we have to complain are
¢ the following :—The most of us, and our {fathers before us, had crofts, and
¢ without any reason being assigned they were taken from us.  OQur crofts
¢ were then added to the neighbouring sheep farm.  We then had to build
* new houses at the shore, without any compensation for the houses left.
¢ The only means of living then left us was fishing, and owing to the want of
¢ ¢ safe harbour we are unable to presecute the tishing to any great extent,
¢ On that account we have only small boats which we must kaul up every
* night so0 as to be out of danger. Again, our houses are nearly a mile
¢ distant from where our boats land, and that being the case we have
‘ many a time to go even at midnight to look after them. On coming
¢ from the fishing with these there is none at shore to render any
¢ assistance, as our homes are so far from the sort of quay we have. This
¢ again gives us great inconvenience when we go for meal, salt, or coals,

- ¢ with oar boats to where the steamer lands, that is a distance of six or
¢ seven miles, and on coming back we have to pay dearly for a horse and
* cart to take such goods to our homes. The inconvenience would be great
¢ had it only been that; we have to carry the fish home on our backs. It
¢ may he mentioned that the Fisheries Board built a quay previous to cur
¢ grofts being added to the neighbouring sheep farm. It is at that guay,
¢ although in a very ruined condition, that our boats are still landing.
¢ There are no signs of sald quay being repaired, although the proprietor
¢ promised to keep it ir repair after the beard buily it.  What we now
* want is a safe harbour, and our houses built near it, so that we could
¢ prosecute the fishing in a right style. We also want as much land as
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¢ will enable us to keep a cow and plant some potatoes, for which we are
* willing to pay a reasonable rent.

34381. You say that the meal in the company’s store is 8s. per bag
higher—how much is the catmeal at the company’s store per boll +—It is
over £32 per two bells.

34282, How much would that be per boll i—£1 per boll

34283. TIs that higher than the current price in the country +—VYes.

34284, We have generally heard that the price of oatmeal is either
over £1 or 21s. per boll +—We do vot get that kind of meal here.

34385, What is the chemical work of which you spesk i—It is in con-
nection with tkeir work south-—the manufacture of iodine.

34286, Are you employed at so much a day or per week in this work?
—We do not know,

34287, Does the company never show you the account in which the
value of your work is written down?—The ouly way to know your wages
is to go and ask for more provision, which usually consists of Indian meal,
tea, and sugar, and the only acecount that is rendered is that you are told
there is nothing to your credit.

34288. Does the company buy things as well as sell - -They take eggs
in return for provisions.

34239, Do they take eggs from the families of the people whom they
employ 1—Yes, from any one.

34290. Do they pay for the things they buy ready money, or do they
enter that into the account +—Guods in return for the eggs—gaods only,

34291, You never got money from the company for your work or for
the eges or other commodities t—Well, we got oceasionally ls. or 2s. to
put half soles upon our shoes, or the like of that; but we must tell what
we want the shillings for before we cet them.

314232, Have you ever complained of this system to the factor ?—No,
but we complained to a member of the comipany who was here recently,
either to give us more wages or to give us the meal at the current rate of
the eountry.

34293, What did he say -—His reason was that it would be so mach
money into his pocket if there were none of them working at all, imply-
ing thereby it was out of charity that he employed us at all.

34294, When did this company come inte the country?—Abount
twenty years ago.

34295, I'o they hold their storehouse and premises as tenants from the
proprietor, or from some farmer or tacksman !—We understand that they
hold direct from the proprietor, and pay him rent for the shores as well as
for the land,

34396, You speak of working in gathering tangle or sea-weed; is this
a new kind of work in the country; was it introduced in connection with
the company —VYes; but the kelp was manufactured before that time,
and when the kelp was being made in the country the proprictor bought
it. We got £5 a ton for it

34297. But did you gather tangle in the same way at night *—They
did not use the tangle for the manufacture of kelp at that tiae.

34298, Do you frequently gather the tangle in the middle of the night?

—Yes, I was at it myself ; of course, we-must attend as the tide suits.
34299. Do the women and children work at night —Yes.
34300. Do you really say that women and children occasionally at least
go out at miduight to gather the tangle upou the shore +—Yes ; my sister
was a widow with three children, and she was out with me gathering those
tangles at night. The night was so dark that if I did not see it I eouid
feel it amung the sea-ware.
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34301. Was that in the winter?—Yes, it is in the winter that we take ARGYLL.
it, —
34302. How much is it possible to make by the day or week at this  LYRE®
work—you nemed 4d. per yardt—I believe if therc wasa very stroBg  opald
young man and a very strong youug man along with him they could both Sinclair and
possibly make 2s. 6d. each in a day; but very often we can get none for Archibald
weeks ; sometimes not for a mouth—sometimes only an armful. Campbell.

34303. Did your sister’s children work at this work at night with her !
—Yes, her children were along with her; and that is customary all over
the place, as the tide suits.

34304. Does tha company sell coals 1—Yes, it is always dearer than the
current price of the country.

34305, (To Archilald Camplhell).—What is your case 7—In addition $o
what is stated in the paper, we think that if the quay in our place was put
in order and kept up we might have larger boats, and might prosecute the
fishing With greater success, We live a mile from the quay. We were
removed at the time the wnine crofters were cleared away, as was spoken
about in the former part of the day. My father had one of those crofts.
When my father lost the croft he was sent to & smithy that was in the
place. He gave that croft to another man to crop it for the year, We
had to begin to quarry stones and build the house for ourselves. We
wonld not get a stone or a stick that belonged to the place when we Ieft.

34308. Have you anything more to say on the part of the other peoplet
—Yes, we think that if, in addition to the quay being put in order, we
were removed down cloge to it, aud got sowme bit of land with cow’s grass,
we could be able to make our living as fishermen.

34307, (To Douald Sinclair.)—What do you pay for oatmeal at the
company’s store '—About £1 the boll, more or less ; sometimes 19s., and
sometimes a little over £1,

34305. How much would it cost if you bought it at a shop in the
island *—Eighteen shillinga sometimes ; sonietimes higher.

34309. Then the two prices are very nearly the same =—No,

James Brevew, Resident Manager to the North British Chemical
Company—examined.

34310. The Chairman.—You have been here part of the day, and have James Slevern.
heard several of the witnesses refer to the system of trade carried on by
your firm%—Yes ; some of these are erroneous,

34311, Have the kindness to explain the system of trade which you
carry on with the peoplet—Mr Stanford, the principal partner of the
company, first introduced this into the island.  He found a great difficulty
in conveying money as cash to pay the workmen and kelp burners or
makers here. Once or twice he sent 2 clerk from Glasgzow with the cash
box, and the clerk and the cash box were taken north and south, and counld
not get landed. Theu there is no bank in the place ; and when T came to
the island it was the request of the people that the company should open
a store for their benefit. The company did so, and are supplying goods as
good as can be got in any part of the island, and as reasonable,

34312, Does the company give the peaple the option freely of receiving
their wages either in moeney or in goods —They do; but if they get it
in cash they reduce the price of the kelp. The kelp at present is almost
a drug in the macket, and Mr Stanford has given up the purchase of it in
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several places. This place he has kept on the same as ot first, and is
paying the same amount for it.

34313. But do I understand that any labourer in your employment may
come to you freely and ask you cither for money or for goods just as he likes
—Those people who work the kelp are not labourers, They commence to
work—they know our system—and they can work or not at all as they
please. We do not employ them ; they just commence to put up the sea-
weed.

31314, I want you to speak of other classes of labourers?—One of ths
delegates who was here last said it was only seldom any money could be
got.  That man I paid more than £6 to last summer, for. work he did for
the company.

34315. I do not understand what description of labourer!—He is a
joiner, the one who was here last.

34316. T want to know what drscriptien of labourers you employ; you
gay that the people who work the kelp are not labourers I—2XNo.

34317. Who is employed by the company—what other class7—Just a
few men, carters, and threo or four who work in the factory when it is
working,

34318, With regard to the chemical works T—That is the chemical work
where we prepare the tangle in the rough state for the other work of the
company, which is at Clydebank.

34319, The few labourers employed by the company, may they receive
their wages freely in money or goods a3 they likel—They get moncy
oceasionslly, and other times goods,

34320. But if one of your labourers came to you and said, ¢ I want to

have the whole of my wages in moeney, and always to have it in money,’
would you always give it him 1T would, if I had it on hand.

34321, DBut would you try for his beunefit to keep it on hand I—Well,
I cannot do but just as T am done with, I have sometimes cash on hand,
and other times I have not. When I have it on hand, and they ask it T
give it to them,

34323, Are all the labourers you employ in debt to the ecompany, or are
some of them not in debt?—The greater part of them arc in debt to the
company. We just give them goods as they require them, and we do not
speak of whether it is due or not.

34323, Suppose one of your labourers said, ¢ I insist upon having the
¢ whole of my wages in money always,’ would you promise him to da it or
not}—I would say, ‘If you keep within your wages, we will pay you
¢ altogether in money.'

34324 That is to say, if you are not in cur debt’ }-—Yes,

34325. Now explain on what system the people gather the tangle, and
sell it to you !—Tt was stated here it was 4d. a cubic yard; it is 6d. per
cubic yard. Two feet high and 3 feet long is 4d.; the cubie yard, 3 feet
long and 3 feet high is Gd. Tt is but 2 feet high that we take it, as tangle
keeps better in that state.

3£326. Do the pzople gather it and bring it to you wet T—No, it is
placed on the shore, and is measured there by a man emplayed by the
company to measure it, and they all get lines for this tangle, and come to
the store and zet paid for it.

34327, And you take it to your store t—Yes, to our work.

34328, Suppose 2 man who has got this heap of tangle said, ‘I want to
¢ sell it for ready money and not goods,” would you give him ready money 1
—No, I would not.

34329, And if you did, you would give him less than if you gave Lim
goods T—It is possible,
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34330, Is it true that the people are in the habit of gathering the ARGYLL.
tangle at night in winter I—It is very scldom ; that is a rare case. —

34331, Had you ever any knowledge of the case in which the women ~ TTREE
and children went out in the middle of the night to gather this stuff :— yup0 atoven.
They might go early in the morning, which we might say was night—
dark—so 8s to catch the tide.

31332, Did youn ever hear of children going out at night?—T uever
heard of an instance until to-day.

34333, Is this system of truck or barter which you carry on—have you
heard it complained of by the people, or is it agreeable to them 7—1It has
becn agreeable until lately.

34334 s this system of barter or truck approved of by the Duke’s
chamberlain 1 cannot snswer that question.

34335. Do yon know whether he is aware of it -—Our resident factor
is aware of it.

34330, Did the resident factor ever discuss the question with you?—
We have often talked of it.

34337, Did the resident factor scem to approve or disapprove of it f—
He appeared to approve of it. With recard to the land, as was stated by
the delegate—he stated that I, as an individuwal, went to the factor, and
asked his present croft. Now, that I totally deny, and the present factor
can be asked the question, if it is tree. I never sought his croft, and
never asked 1t for myself, or any one.

34338, Yon are able to assure him at the present moment that you do
not wish to possess his eroft %—I can if he is listening; T do not wish
it.

34339. But the other crofts which the company possess, how ware they
occupied before they got into possession of the company$—They were
occupied by crofters.

34340. What became of the crofters, were they turned oot 2—No, one
of them got a better place.

34341, Arnd what did the other get ?—He had two crofts, and he has
one yet ; the other was given to the company.

34343, Does the company mzke auy profit on the purchase and sale of
these articles, or do they do it really for the good of the people —They do
it more for the good of the people than for profit ; their profit is very small
indeed.

34343. Do yon think the profit you make is smaller than the ordinary
profits of u shopkeeper or trader?—No, I don't think they are smaller,
but just something similar,

34344, Sir Kenneth Muckenzie.—Is it drift tangle cast up by the sea
that they gather 2—Yes,

34345, They do not cut it —No.

34316. Why do you get it mostly at low spring tides -—When the tide
is out it is got, and when the tide is in it cannot be got. It is partly
covered by the sea.

34347. Dioes the tide not bring it up ?—It drives it up.

34348, Professor Mackinnon.—There was 2 statement made, that the
weight of a ton of kelp was 22} cwt. 7—That is correct, that is allowed
for sand and stones, and I can assure you it is no profit. In some cases
1 have seen 28 lbs, of stone coming out of a piece of kelp, placed there
undoubtedly by some individual.

34349, Thutis it not ratheran unusual mode of procedure to call 22}
cwt. a ton 7—XNo, it is always so in the kelp trade.

34330. Dou't you think it would be as well to pay less for 20 ewt. and
call it a ton +—Tt would be just the same.
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34351. The people also stated that when they did get money for the
kelp they got at the rate of £2 per ton +—That was offered them,

34352, But when they got goods they would get at the rate of £4 per
ton ' —Yes, that they would get the option. I have offered that.

34353. Does that mean that youcharge 100 per cent. prefit upon the
goods +—No, it does not.

34354, What does it mean }—That we wish to pay goods, and it is more
convenient,

34355, To the extent of 100 per cent.—That is not the case. You are
well aware that kelp is at a low rate at present.

34358. 1 de not mean to dispute that £2 may be a good price; but
what is the meaning of £2 per ton in cash or £4 per ton in goods—That
was never mentioned except to one or two individuals who were there
pushing to get cash by other parties from the outside, and just to stop the
claim we said so.

34357, You actually give them for kelp £4 worth of goods +—Yes.

34358, But if you were to be put to it, and they insisted upon geting
money, you would give them half +—Yes,

34359, So that the evidence upon that matter is quite correct?—1t is
so far.

34360. There was a man who said here as a matter of complaint that
you were using his pasture ground for drying the sea-ware &—That is true.

34361, And that you bad the authority of the factor for that?—We
have the authority of his Grace. The company’s lease gives them that
authority to put up sea-ware on the shore to dry it and burn it.

34362. On the crofters’ pasture land 17— Yes.

34363, So that his Grace derives rent from the crofter and a second rent
from you 2—1In some cases it is more beneficial than injurious to the pasture,
the sea-weed being put up upon it.

34364 The crofters seem to take a different view +—Some of them
do.

34365, At what hour is bigh tide at the height of the spring %—Six in
the morning.

34366. And low water at twelve at night 1—Yes,

34367. Then is it not at twelve at night that they can get the tangle
best +—Yes, if they go.

34368. It is in winter they get it +—Autumn, winter, and spring, up to
the month of April.

34369, You said they went for it in the morning I—Yes,

34370. As matter of fact, is there ever a low tide upen a winter's morn-
ingi—It does not require to be low tide; you will get it at half tide or
one hour’s ebb.

31371, And tley go for it at balf ebb in the morning and low tide in
the middle of the day?—Some of them go early in the morning and
remain until late at night, and do not return to their homes,

34372, Perhaps the night tide puts it up best +—It comes up day
sud night.
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